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The Greek War of Independence:

Greece was a part of the Ottoman Empire since the 15th century. The struggle for independence
amongst the Greeks began in 1821. Nationalists in Greece got support from other Greeks living in
exile and also from many Western Europeans sharing sympathies for ancient Greek culture poets
& artists lauded Greece as the cradle of European civilisation and mobilised public opinion to
support its struggle against a Muslim empire. Finally, the Treaty of Constantinople of 1832
recognised Greece as an independent nation.

Count Camilo de Cavour:

Cavour was chief minister of Sardinia-Piedmont state who led the movement to unify the regions
of Italy. He was neither a revolutionary nor a democrat. Like many other wealthy and educated
members of the Italian elite, he spoke French much better than he did Italian. He engineered a
careful diplomatic alliance with France, which helped Sardinia-piedmont defeat the Austrian
forces in 1859, and thereby free the northern part of Italy from the Austrian Habsburgs.



